
Interior designer versus interior decorator

M y clients typically do 
not know the dif-
ference between an 
interior designer and a 

decorator. It’s no surprise consider-
ing these two terms have been used 
interchangeably. However, these are 
two very different professions based 
on credentials, scope of work and 
responsibility.

Interior design is the art and 
science of understanding people’s 
behavior to create functional spaces 

within a building. 
On the other hand, 
decoration is the 
furnishing or adorn-
ing of a space with 
fashionable or beau-
tiful things. In short, 
interior designers 
may decorate, but 
decorators do not 

design.
The main difference between the 

two is education. To become an inte-
rior designer, one must complete an 
extensive interior design program, 
learning about architecture, plumb-
ing and electrical systems, building 
codes and regulatory requirements, 
drafting and creating architectural 
plans. Not to mention use of com-
puter programs such as AutoCAD, 
3DMAX, Revit, Sketch-Up, InDe-
sign, Rhino, Photoshop, Illustrator, 
just to name a few. That was a long 
four years of my life! After schooling 
is complete, interior designers gain 
experience through employment and 

are then required (in most states) to 
pass an exam (the NCIDQ) in order 
to become registered with a govern-
ing council and officially earn the 
term interior designer. 

Once finished with their education 
and a couple years of experience, an 
interior designer must apply to take 
the exam, once approved they need 
to provide letters of recommenda-
tion, transcripts, and proof of em-
ployment. The exam is administered 
over two full days. Many Designers 
will study for well over a year giving 
up evenings and weekends for read-
ing and taking sample tests. Earning 
this qualification is quite an under-
taking and requires a lot of dedica-
tion and knowledge.

 In contrast, decorators do not 
require formal training or licens-
ing. However, they may have taken 
courses in color, fabrics, furniture 
and space planning, just as interior 
designers do. Aside from education 
and credentials, interior design-
ers and decorators vary in terms of 
scope of work. As a designer, I work 
with architects and contractors to 
create complete renovations. I apply 
creative and technical solutions 
that are functional, attractive and 
beneficial to the occupants’ quality 
of life and culture, thus creating an 
entire environment. The interior 
design process that I follow, is a sys-
tematic and coordinated methodol-
ogy — including research, analysis 
and integration of knowledge into 
the creative process — to satisfy my 

client’s needs and resources. From 
spatial planning to placing the last 
accent piece, I am there every step 
of the way. Comparatively, decora-
tors do not create interior spaces, 
but embellish interior spaces that 
already exist. They do not provide 
services for structural work but may 
still work with furniture makers, 
upholsterers and other industry 
professionals to beautify your space.

We designers also have a lot of re-
sponsibilities that decorators don’t 
have. Interior designers are respon-
sible for the elements that affect the 
public’s health, safety and welfare. 
For example, an interior design-
er can evaluate wall finishes based 
on durability, acoustic properties, 
cleanability, flame retardancy, aller-
gens, toxicity and off-gassing prop-
erties. An interior decorator can 
evaluate finishes based only on col-
or, style and texture. I don’t mean 
to belittle the work of decorators; 
there is definitely a need for this 
profession. But, you should know 
the difference between the two in 
order to hire the best professional 
for the job.

Talie Jane is the Owner and 
Principal Designer of Talie Jane 
Interiors. She can be reached 
at 1-855-TALIEJANE (1-855-
825-4352). Visit her website 
TalieJaneInteriors.com. Educational 
information and qualifications 
supplied by the National Council 
For Interior Design Qualification.

Talie Jane
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Three Sisters 
Working for You!

(866) 542-5516

Elegantly remodeled  yet comfortable.
3 Bd 2Ba 1550 sq ft. On lrg boulder 

studded lot in Tahoe Paradise
$449,000

Fabulous Building site
Heavenly Ski Resort almost out 

your front door!
$185,000

Upgraded Condo In the Heart of Town
Minutes to heavenly Ski Resort, 

2 Bd, 1.5 Ba. 
$189,000

Affordable Condo
1 Bd, 1 Ba & Great Amenities. Walk 

to Forest, Beach & Trails. 
$115,900

Montgomery Estates
Soaring pine ceilings w/skylights, river 

rock fireplace. 3 Bd, 3 Ba. 1/4 acre.
$525,000

Room for all on ½ Acre.
4 Bd, 2 Ba 2072 sq ft. Furnished & 

Successful Vacation Rental.
$439,000

Updated 4- Plex close to Stateline. 
Studio units w/ plenty of parking & 
fenced. Conservancy on both sides.

$325,000

Unobstructed Lake View Estate 
Beautifully Remodeled 3 bd, 3 ba 

Chalet Plus 2 bd, 2 Ba, Guest Quarters
$1,495,000

Lake & Mountain Views 
Furnished 5 Bd, 3 Ba home in desirable 

Heavenly Valley. Walk to Ski Resort.
$650,000

Lovingly maintained. 
2 Bd 1.5 Ba w/lrg fam rm located near 
Meyers Magnet School.  Lrg rear deck

$329,000

Upgraded Adorable Chalet. 
Hickory cabinets, pine ceilings, 3bd, 

2ba. Near Magnet School & golf.
$309,000

Custom Upgrade Near Lake.
4 Bd, 2 Ba, Built In 1983 w/ Recent 

Upgrades. Walk To Lake & Meadow.
$565,000

Single level (1420 sq ft) home in N. Upper 
Truckee 1 area. Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath 

home  backs to a CA conservancy parcel.  
Built in 2000,  wood floors, 2-car garage, 
landscaped yard, wrought iron fence, a 
deck with built-in hot tub - this is a must 
see. Open House every Saturday from 9 
to 12 until sold or contact us to make an 

appointment. 
$414,500

648 Tehama Dr. 

For More Information, Contact 
Carolin at 530.318.1205

648Tehama@gmail.com

Please do not feed our bears!
For more

information,
contact the

BEAR League at 
530-525-PAWS

or go to
www.savebears.org
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