
Home
Tahoe Daily Tribune |  Saturday, April 16, 2016  | A11

A
s a designer, I like to use at 
least one “animal-inspired” 
piece in each room. This 
could be in the form of a 

leopard-print pillow, cowhide rug or 
wall-hanging trophy animal. But, as an 
animal lover, I can’t image using the 
real thing. Oh the guilt! 

Luckily, this “animal revival” is all 
the rage. Big-box retailers are stock-
ing faux alternatives to taxidermy in 
creative and interesting ways. Plus, it’s 
guilt-free.

Animal prints
 ■ Animal-inspired prints and pieces 

are popular for all design genres — rus-
tic, modern, traditional and mid-cen-
tury modern alike. The exoticism and 
texture these elements bring truly add 
life to a room (pardon the pun).

 ■ Cheetah prints and zebra rugs are 
bold statement pieces. So, use these 
sparingly. Remember, a little goes a 
long way when it comes to animal 
prints.

 ■ Not fond of cheetah print? Try 
something a little more subtle like a 
faux snakeskin–printed leather or a 
dark, leopard print. 

 ■ Accent chairs and ottomans 
are great places to start with animal 
prints. Start small and see how you 
like it before upholstering an oversized 
sectional in tiger stripes, for example. 
Yikes!

 ■ As with anything, quality is im-
portant. This is especially true when it 
comes to faux animal prints. A cheap 
faux fabric can be seen from a mile 
away. There is no camouflaging that 
mistake.

Animal heads
Similarly, animal heads are growing 

in popularity. Not the real trophy-wall 
kind but those made from wood, 
metal, silver and gold, paper mache, 
cardboard, felt or even topiary. 

I’ve recently completed two design 
projects using alternative animal 
heads — one with a ceramic bullhead 
and the other with a series of three 
white, wooden deer heads. Living 
rooms, kitchens, bedrooms, even 
nurseries —the sky is the limit when it 
comes to placing these alternatives.

 ■ Faux animal heads come in all 
shapes and sizes and replicate ev-
erything from elephants and deer to 
hippopotamuses and rhinoceroses. 
In fact, there are even some made-up 
creatures.
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Faux animal heads come in all shapes and sizes.
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 ■ Try painting the horns (if there are any) a 
bright, fun color while leaving the head natural 
wood. Or, decoupage the head to create a fun, 
colorful art piece.

ANIMAL RUGS
Animal hides make a statement in any room 

and are great as rugs for layering over carpeting or 
wood floors. But they, too, do not need to be real. 

 ■ Faux rugs are easier to clean, less expensive 
and come guilt-free.

 ■ Like the real deal, faux cowhides come in a 
variety of color combinations and sizes. And, it’s 
fun to mix and match using more than one.

 ■ Try a faux zebra, bear or cheetah rug for even 
more of a statement.

ANIMAL ACCESSORIES
Pillows and throw blankets are a nice way to 

accessorize with faux animal prints. And, smaller 
accent pieces offer a great way to dip a toe into the 
animal-inspired design world without jumping in 
headfirst.

 ■ A single zebra pillow or a faux fur blanket 
draped over the back of a chair really add depth, 
interest and texture to your room without being 
over-the-top. 

 ■ Mixing and matching prints is OK but don’t 
go overboard. One or two animal print pillows are 
plenty.

Talie Jane is the owner and principal designer of 
Talie Jane Interiors. Call 855-TALIEJANE today 
for help bringing animal-inspired design into 
your home.
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Animal heads are growing in popularity — but not the real, trophy kind.
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Passionate.

shuttenmayer@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

775
846 0203

S A L L Y
HUTTENMAYER

Thorough.

kutecht@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

800
355 5287
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UTECHT 

Luxury.

cchase@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

775
815 1987 
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CHASE

Consistent.

alucas@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

530
545 0888

A D E L E
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Conscientious.

plusby@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

775
843 9688

P A M
LUSBY

Service.

jwire@chaseinternational.com
c h a s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m

530
314 9008
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ACROSS from TRUCKEE RIVER MEADOW w/
Mountain & Meadow views. 3 Bdrm. One-owner/
vacation use only chalet. Newer roof, furnace, 
carpet, & paint in & out. 

 JUST SOLD

BEST LOCATION for the $$

2 Bdrms.+LOFT, 2 bath Chalet w/double garage. 
Amenities include Club House w/Event Center, 
Spa, Pool & Sauna. Newer roof & Interior paint & 
carpet.  Pending Sale $430,000

Lowest Price in Tahoe Tyrol

$325,000 PLUS Stock Inventory.  Great Lease & 
Owner Financing Possible. 40 Year LANDMARK 
Specialty Wine & Beer, beverage & groceries, 
DELI, CATERING, Wedding & Special Occasion 
cakes & MUCH MORE!  PENDING SALE

The CORK & MORE 

PRIME HALF ACRE COMMERCIAL LOT ON HWY 89/
EMERALD BAY RD AT CORNER OF FIFTH STREET. 
This Tourist Corridor location is heavily traveled 
by Beach go-ers and those on their way to World 
Famous Emerald Bay. IN SO. Y PLAN AREA and is 
Level & ready to build. USES INCLUDE: Residential, 
Multi-family, Tourist Accommodations, Food & 
Beverage Establishments, Retail, Service Stations, 
Amusement & Recreation Facilities.

Please call for full package on this Prime building 
lot.  $299,000   

Story-Book custom 2500 s.f. log home  with Great 
Mountain, River & Valley views. Second building 
site amongst gorgeous Granite Boulders, Old-
Growth Pines, Junipers & Aspens.  Off-Grid & 
includes snow vehicles.  Secluded, yet minutes 
to Kirkwood Ski Area, Lake Tahoe & Carson City.                
     NOW $2,300,000

Pristine 20ac in Hope Valley 
3 blocks to the lake! Well maint. & good 
income. Mixed and Commercial use allowed.  

 JUST SOLD

3-PLEX on SKI RUN BLVD

(530) 318-8660 • daveyp@laketahoe4sale.com

“Make My Experience

Work For You!”

VIEW ALL MLS LISTINGS @  www.laketahoe4sale.com

BROKER/OWNER/REALTOR 

THINKING OF SELLING?
PLEASE CALL ME! 

Year-to-Date 13 successful listings sold for 96% to 100.36%  
of listed price!

Well Established Alterations business, great lease,  ...........................$60,000

2.36 ACRES on Echo Summit w/Hwy 50 access  ...............................$65,000 

1/2 ACRE COMM’L LOT w/MULTIPLE USES & huge coverage on Hwy 89 
EMERALD BAY RD. ......................................................................... $299,000

INCOME & LAND LISTINGS 
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