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R
etro design is back in full swing. 

Minimalist, clean lines and Scan-
dinavian influences are hip and 
becoming even more prevalent. 

These trends have created a resurgence of the 
A-frame home, with its triangular shape and 
dramatic, sloping roof that extends almost to 
the ground on two sides.

Although triangular-shaped dwellings date 
back to the days of lean-tos and teepees, the 
design surged in popularity from the mid 
1950s through the 1970s. 

Architects Walter Reemelin, John Camp-
bell, George Rockrise, Henrik H. Bull and 
Andrew Geller set the stage in the early 
1950s by designing A-frame vacation homes. 
Geller turned the old idea of the A-frame 
into a new fashion in 1955 when he built an 
A-frame house on the beach in Long Island, 
New York, known as the Elizabeth Reese 
House. Geller’s design won international 
attention when it was featured in The New 
York Times on May 5, 1957. And before long, 
thousands of A-frame homes were being 
built around the world.
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Furniture placement and alcoves can be used to maximize limited living space in narrow A-frame homes.

Retro-style ski retreats are resurging in popularity
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Designing an A-Frame home

A-FRAME, 13

Tahoe Living is a complete guide to building a new home, doing home 
repairs and making home improvements in the Tahoe Basin. This 
special publication, with a high-quality glossy cover and newsprint 

pages, will insert into the Tahoe Daily Tribune just as the snow melts and 
homeowners start thinking about spring and summer construction and 
remodeling projects. Don’t miss this opportunity to showcase your company 
in this well-distributed publication.

Space reservation deadline Monday, April 11 by 5pm
Publication date Friday, April 29

Contact your account manager at Tahoe Daily Tribune today!

530.541.3880

THE LEADER IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE | CHASEINTERNATIONAL.COM

POWDER PARADISE
223 Ski Court Unit B, Tahoe Village, Nevada

Tucked away on a quiet cul-de-sac is this beautifully maintained 3 bedroom,
2 bath Condo. Just minutes away to skiing, biking and hiking trails. $310,000

STAR BROOKS
REALTOR®

530 318 5818 | 775 588 6130
sbrooks@chaseinternational.com

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday from NOON to 2:00pm
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It was during this post-World War II era 
that the A-frame acquired its most defining 
characteristics:

 ■ Triangular, steep roofline that looks like 
the letter A. The roof generally extends all the 
way to the ground, although in some versions, 
the roof ends a few feet above the ground;

 ■ 1-1/2 or 2-1/2 stories tall;
 ■ Gables in the front and back;
 ■ Many windows set in the front and back 

walls; and
 ■ Open floor plan.

There are many benefits to the A-frame 
shape, especially for us in snow-covered Lake 
Tahoe:

 ■ Heavy snow slides to the ground rather 
than staying on top, adding excessive weight 
to the roof;

 ■ The height of the A-frame allows for lofts 
and storage; 

 ■ With the roof extending to the ground, 
there is minimal maintenance (siding and 
paint are non-existent); and

 ■ With large windows on the front and 
rear facades, lots of natural light comes 
through.

There are a few negative aspects to 
A-frame design:

 ■ The sloped roof creates a triangular 
“dead space” at the interior base of the walls 
on each floor, providing limited living space. 
(If designed right, these smaller living spaces 
can become cozy and intimate.)

 ■ With such dramatic sloping walls, there 
are few vertical wall spaces to display artwork. 
(The upside is that the cathedral ceilings this 

creates can be quite spectacular.)
 ■ Despite these design challenges, A-frame 

homes can be quite charming. Rustic, Arts 
and Crafts and English Country décor lend 
themselves well to this style home. 

DESIGN TIPS
Here are a few design tips to maximize the 

limited living space and take advantage of the 
dramatic cathedral ceilings that an A-frame 
style creates:

Furniture Placement: Widen a narrow 
room by placing the largest furnishings, like 
the bed or couch, against the shorter wall. 
This visual trick works by giving the impres-
sion of breadth rather than length. This will 
also provide a space for storage behind the 
sofa/bed and open the rest of the space.

Custom Bookshelves: Take advantage of 
the minimal wall space by building custom 
floor-to-ceiling bookshelves. This makes the 
angles and crevices efficient while providing a 
powerful visual.

Cozy and Intimate: The benefit of the 
A-frame home is the coziness it creates. High-
light this attribute by incorporating circular 
seating patterns and adding throw blankets 
and pillows for extra comfort. 

Alcoves: Capitalize on the nooks and 
crannies in your A-frame home. Create a 
small work area, place an interesting piece of 
furniture, hang your favorite artwork or build 
a reading nook. Another way to accent an 
alcove is with paint or wallpaper. 

Dramatic Ceilings: Complement the dra-
matic lines of the ceiling with a beautiful 
pendant or chandelier.

Talie Jane is the owner and principal designer 
of Talie Jane Interiors. Call 855.TALIEJANE 
today for help designing your A-frame home.
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LICENSED IN CALIFORNIA & NEVADA

In the new Village Center Office 
next to Starbucks & Raleys at 

Stateline

(530) 542-7684 • (800) 530-5322(530) 577-2100 • (888) 227-3247

C e n t u r y  2 1  a t  T a h o e 
P a r a d i s e

Website: TahoeParadiseRealty.com 
Long Term Rentals 1-800-391-4454

Meyers Station Office 
South Lake Tahoe on Hwy. 50 at 
the “Gateway”  to  Lake Tahoe

Vaulted wood beam ceilings throughout.
Wood and slate flooring.

Large game room, laundry room, & storage area.
3/2/1     $674,000     125312

Downstairs living with a unique open floor plan.
Bonus room/home office.

Large laundry room with utility sink & mudroom.
4/3/2     $659,000    125226

Open concept floor plan with granite counters.
Stainless steel appliances in kitchen.

Game room downstairs with deck to backyard.
3/3/2     $599,000     125417

Huge loft & mountain views from upper deck.
Updated kitchen with granite counters.

Breakfast bar & BBQ deck just out the slider.
3/2     $399,000     125287

Hand stained cedar lap siding.
Custom crafted cedar garage doors.

Rock fireplace with hand sewn log mantle.
4/3/3     $810,000     125294

Stainless kitchen, family & a formal dining room.
Soaring open pine ceiling with skylights in the 

baths. Large flat sunny lot & a fenced in the back 
yard.

4/3/3     $659,000     124847

Large gourmet kitchen, including Viking stainless 
appliances. Living room & dining area with open 

beam ceilings. Large game room, wet bar, & 
fireplace.

8/4/2     $1,400,000     124818

Elegant slate entry & stairway.
Australian Cypress hardwood flooring.

Glazed burl wood bar top island.
5/3/2     $849,000     125228

A grand atrium & vaulted alder ceilings. 3 fireplaces, 
natural stone. & bay windows. Gourmet kitchen 

complete with island counter & pantry.
4/3/3     $720,000     125326

Huge family room with brick hearth & gas fireplace.
One of the few homes that offers air conditioning.
Bonus breakfast bar with access to the back yard.

2/1     $275,000     125117

KEEP  
CALM

Serving the South Lake Tahoe 
Real Estate Community for 

Over 35 years!
2196 Lake Tahoe Boulevard, South Lake Tahoe, CA

 Sales (530) 542-5555 • Rentals (530) 542-0557  
sales@cbmckinney.com • www.weselltahoe.com

AND LET US

SELL IT!
IN ESCROW
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